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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-10 are presented for the examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 7, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Admitted Prior Art (APA) in view of Carney et al (US. Patent 5,913,218). 

3. As to claim 1, APA teaches the invention substantially as claimed including: portable 
device (smart card, page 1, In 10-17), a memory (memory, page 1, In .14-34), one application 
program (one application programs, page 1, In 14-34), one configurable variable (configurable 
variable, page 1, In 14-34), a list (files, page 1, In 14-34), one reference element (data in the files, 
page 1, In 14-34), initializing (initialization, page 1, In 23-33), configured with several parameter 
(modifying the values of initializing data with in said files, page 1, In 25-34), initializing 
transfers the at least one value to the at least one configuration variable( assigning these data to 
said variables, page 2, In 30-31). 

4. APA does not explicit teach receiving a command that comprises at least one value to be 
assigned to at least one configurable variable, the at least one mean for initializing establishing a 
link between the at least one value comprised in the command and the at least one reference 
element. However, Carney teaches receiving a command that comprises at least one value to be 



Application/Control Number: 09/857,732 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2194 

assigned to at least one configurable (concatenating the path/filename information parameter call 
to the drive identifier and path information: " < relative_pathxfilename> from the configuration 
parameter call to the drive identifier and path information "d: <absolute path> "from field 34(U) 
for the network". INI" initialization file 34, thereby to generate a file pointer of the form "d: 
<^foo/w^_pathxrelative_pathxfilename>" as the pointer to . . . after generating the pointer, 
the GETJJSER PROFLE function will use it to attempt to access and "INI" initialization file, 
col 7, In 62-62), the at least one mean for initializing establishing a link between the at least one 
value comprised in the command and the at least one reference element (when the application 
program 31 generates a CONFIG PAR CALL configuration parameter call to the 
GET USER PROFILE function 30(A), col 7, In 45-55/ the GET_USE_PROFILE function 
30(A) makes use of the Windows "GET USER FROFILE function 35(A) which provides a 
parameter value from a file and section identified in the call to the GET_PRIVATE _FROFILE 
FUCTNON, col 18, In 18-15/ In 12-17). 

5. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA and Carney because Carney's receiving a command 
that establishing a link between the at least one value comprised in the command and the at least 
one reference element would improve the flexibility of APA's system by providing a system and 
method for retrieving and updating configuration parameter values of application programs from 
specific file by ensuring that there is no ambiguities as to location of the particular initialization. 

6. As to claim 2, APA teaches configurable variables (configurable variables, page 1, In 15- 
22), memory (memory, page 1, In 15-22). 
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7. As to claim 3, APA teaches reference element (data, page 1, In 23-30), a configurable 
variable (variables, page 1, In 23-30). 

8. As to claim 7, APA teaches initialization means (initialization phase, page 1, In 23-33). 

9. As to claim 10, it is an apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected for the same 
reason as claim 1 above. 

10. Claims 4, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Admitted 
Prior Art (APA) in view of Carney et al (US. Patent 5,913,218), as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Parvathaneny et al (US. 5,829,006). 

11. As to claim 4, APA and Carney do not teach configurable variables that are referred to 
within the same list and which derive from the same parent class. However, Parvathaneny 
teaches the same list (the hierarchy table, Fig. 3C/ col 7, In, 40-60), the same parent class (class 
Al class C, col 7, In 8-35/ Fig. 3B). 

12. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA and Carney because Parvathaneny 5 s configurable 
variables that are referred to within the same list and which derive from the same parent class 
would improve the efficiency of APA and Carney's systems by initializing the attributes of 
prefetch path objects that are defined by associated prefetch path classes and any supper class 
and subclasses of the prefetch path class. 
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13. As to claim 5, Parvathaneny teaches at least two configurable variables (al, a2, Fig. 3b), 
the same list (the hierarchy table, Fig. 3C/ col 7, In 40-60), the same class (class A, col 7, In 8- 
35/ Fig. 3B). 

14. Claims 6, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Admitted 
Prior Art (APA) in view of Carney et al (US. Patent 5,913,218), as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Peterson (US. Patent 6,708,181 Bl). 

15. As to claim 6, APA and Carney do not teach one initialization means resides within 
memory irrespective of the application. However, Peterson teaches (the class initialization 
methods for all classes which need for the core initialization, col 4, In 15-20). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA, Carney and Peterson because Peterson's the class 
initialization methods for all classes which need for the core initialization" would improve the 
efficiency of APA and Carney's systems by preventing duplicates of the initialization process 
from being performed within each of the class objects. 

17. As to claim 8, Peterson teaches initialization means (void class initialization, col 5, In 5- 
15), the same language (the object oriented program language, col 3, and In 1 1-20). 

18. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Admitted Prior Art 
(APA) in view of Carney et al (US. Patent 5,913,218), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Marcelais et al (US. Patent 6,1 10,227). 
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19. As to claim 9, APA, Carney do not teach command enable reading. However, Marcelais 
teaches command enable reading (the variable initializes of all such files are pre-processed 
while the linker processes the data read from the object and/or library files to create a binary 
image (col 17, In 36-42). 

20. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA, Carney and Marcelais because Marcelais's 
command enable reading would increase the efficiency of APA and Carney's systems by 
eliminating latency caused by processing the initialize upon start-up of the computer program. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi' Truong whose telephone number is ( 571) 272 3767; The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 
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